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ABSTRACT 

Tiic present invention is directed lo horizontally burning fomied-body arc tubes and arc 
lube blanks for high intensity discharge lamps. The boUom portion of the liglH emitting chamber 
of the arc lubes is flatlencd in an area between tlie electrodes to reduce the distance between the 
botiom wall of the arc tube and the arc, and to increase the surface area of the pool of condensed 
haliJcs during operation of a melal halidc lamp. The flattened bottom of the arc tubes may be 
gcivcrally planar, slightly arcuate longitudinally and/or transversely, or slightly v-shapcd 
longitudinally and/or transversely. The top portion of the arc tube conforais generally lo the 
shiipc of the arc during operation of the lamp. 
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